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to transmit the proceeds to the capital. To those
who uncharitably extended the envenomed tongue
of suspicion towards the very existence of any
Imperial tax, the father of Hien replied with
unshaken loyalty that in such a case the sublime
Emperor had been very treacherously served by
his advisers, as the difficulty of the paths and the
intricate nature of the passes rendered the spot
peculiarly suitable for the purpose, and as he
was accompanied by a well-armed and somewhat
impetuous band of followers, his arguments were
inevitably successful. When he Passed Beyond,
Hien accepted the leadership, but solely out of a
conscientious respect for his father's memory, for
his heart was never really in the occupation. His
time was almost wholly taken up in reading the
higher Classics, and even before he had seen Fa Fei
his determination had been taken that when once
he had succeeded in passing the examination for
the second degree and thereby become entitled to
an inferior mandarinship he would abandon his-
former life for ever. From this resolution the
entreaties of his devoted followers could not shake
him, and presently they ceased to argue, being re-
assured by the fact that although Hien ^presented
himself unfailingly for every examination his name
appeared at the foot of each successive list with,
unvarying frequency. It was at this period that
he first came under the ennobling spell of Fa Fei's
influence and from that time forth he redoubled
his virtuous efforts.

After conversing with her father, as already
related, Fa Fei spent the day in an unusually
thoughtful spirit. As soon as it was dark she
stepped out from the house and veiling her purpose